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OUR INTELLECTUAL ACTORS, 


Since the retirement of Mr. Macready 
from the stage we have had scarcely a can- 
didate for the highest honours of the tragic 
art ; and Mr. Phelps and Mr. C, Kean are, 
at the present time, the most popular of 
those artists who appear in the walks of 
Kemble, Kean, and Young. 

Even comedy, apparently, ‘ hides its di- 
minished head,” and the geniusof farce and 
burlesque reigns paramount. 

Still, possessing as we doa Mrs. Keeley, 
and a Walter Lacy, capable of infusing such 
spirit into very small parts, we cannot say 
that there is nothing to amuse. But the 
character of the amusement is sadly deterio- 
rated in the eyes of enlightened men since 
the decline of the great theatres in which 
eminent performers used to be attractive. 
We say nothing against farce in its proper 
place ;— God knows a world like this would 
be sad enough but for a harmless joke now 
and then, but it argues ill for public taste if 
we are to have viands such as these in- 
cessantly. Who would ever think of liv- 
ing upon cakes and ale? We want roast 
beef, plum pudding, and the like, to keep 
up the stout old saxon character. But'co- 
medy is no more attractive than tragedy. 
The intellectual part of the drama seems 
next to tabooed ; and we are sorry to see the 
gradual growth of a trifling, and merely 
ephemeral style of writing and acting from 
Drury Lane downwards. 

The intellectual performers are obliged to 
comply with the popular faney, and act 
down to it. The consequence is that we 
are losing the very elements of high art. 





Where could we select a company even of 
seeond rate tragedians and comedians such 
as old playgoers recollect ? Why, the very 
men who played second arid third parts, 
John Palmer, Pope, Charles Kemble, and 
others, would now be not only equal to any 
artist on the boards, but our best actors in 
comparison, with two or three exceptions, 
would seem as a mole hill to Olympus. 

The provinces are no longer a school for 
acting; and since Mr. G. V. Brooke, we 
have not heard of a single tragedian likely 
to create a sensation. Brooke failed—how- 
beit there can be no question that his Othello 
was comparable to any since Edmund Kean 
died, and if he had succeeded it seems most 
probable that he wouldeventually have been 
compelled to assume the reins of manage- 
ment, or go without an engagement. We 
hold that a principal actor is not fit to ma- 
nage a theatre. The serpent jealousy is 
certain to intrude,—ay, even though he be 
a great performer equal to Garrick, and the 
result is obvious—the germ of talent, in a 
rising actor, is scrupulously kept back, often 
crushed, lest. he should snatch the: laurels 
from his rival’s brow; thus imedjocrity is 
paramount, and receives tle laudations 
which only sterling merit suould command. 
We sincerely hope that the public: will let 
managers, who monopolise the principal cha~ 
racters entirely to themselves, know that its 
opinion is not to be slighted; we shall then 
see struggling merit blazing forth in nume- 
rous places; otherwise, intelluctual acting 
will soon be a thing that is merely. a legen~ 
dary idea amongst us,unless a rcaction very 
speedily take place, of which, at present no 
symptoms can be predicted. 
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We shall keep this before our readers no-| great success. The ballet entitled the Dumb 
tice, and trust they will remember there is| Recruit affords some excellent dancing by 
plenty of sterling merit upon the boards,| the Misses Charles and Sanger and Mr. 
which is only waiting for the warmth of| Forrest. 


public opinion to draw it forth. GRECIAN SALOON. 


A VETERAN. | Tue splendid opera of Masaniello has been 


i METR OP OLIT AN THE ATRES. brought out at this theatre with great care 


and attention, and has proved very attrac- 
DRURY LANE, 


tive; the scenery, dresses, and every ap- 

pointment being both gorgeous and appro- 
Tux lessee, Mr. E. T. Smith, took his first | Priate. The singing of Miss Helen Condell 
benefit at this theatre on Monday evening, | 894 Messrs. Horn and P. Corri was much 
when the house was crowded to the ceiling | applauded ; the choruses have been well 
with a very respectable audience. The en- drilled, and the superb pray or @ the second 
tertainments commenced with a new three- act rendered with such precision and effect 
act drama, entitled 4 School for Kings, , 28 to call for a nightly encore. Much praise 
which we fear will have but a very short | in this department is due to Mr. Berry, the 
run; the astonishing performances of the | musical director of the theatre. The Fenella 
brothers Siegrist followed ; and then came | Of Miss E, Gunnis is an exceedingly clever 
the lion of the evening, Mr. Sands, an Ame-| performance. A farce, called A. AL. has 
rican, who electrified the audience by walk- been brought out, It abounds with fun, 
ing, with his head downwards, across a tem- | 2nd gives full scope to Mr. Rice for the in- 
porary ceiling erected upon the stage; this dulgence of his comic powers, 
is the most wonderful performance we ever MARYLEBONE. 
witnessed, being in direct opposition to the 
laws of gravitation: the teat evidently re- 
quires great physical strength, as Mr. Sands 
appeared to be greatly exhausted, although 








Mr. Aste and his wonderful dogs have 
commenced an engagement here, which bids 
fair to be a successful one. Wilks’s highly 


; 5 ; popular farce of My Wife's Dentist nightly 
fiat aay fin pd basin Snir excites roars of laughter: the Dick Hazard 
entitled The 7'urkish Lovers, which went off ribet ee. on dey. cdbermaeeas Hervencyptaneg 


exceedingly well, concluded the evening's and full of fun. A scotch melo-drama con- 
’ ing’ ay 

psn gn Be a cludes a very agreeable evening’s enter 

tainment. 

OLYMPIC, QUEEN'S. 


ArTer an absence of some years from the ’ : ’ . 
English stage, Miss Davenport made her FirzBa.t’s version of Uncle T'om’s Cabin 


first appearance, since her return from Ame- iret ngs adel toe Rent 
rica, at the Olympic Theatre, on last Mon- | , - * P P 
day evening, in the character of Juliet. We papi hrsscar ry b a 7 = vi ommgggag 
remember this young lady both at the ” o7 " 
Olympic and Adelphi Theatres, where she STANDARD. 


gave p:omises of much excellence. She | Tyr engagement of Mr. James Anderson 
was heartily welcomed on her appearance, | continues greatly to attract the playgoers of 
and went through the character with ability | the East-end. This week he performs 
and judgement. Mr. W. Farren, jun., Virginius and Moor. The afterpieces are 


made a good Romeo, and threw more fer-| well-selected and present much novelty, 
vour into the character than he ordinarily 


does ; he was, therefore, more successful BRITANNIA SALOON, 

than usual. Mr. Hoskins was the gay gal-| Tie present week will close the gorgeous 
lant Mercutio, and Mr. Compton the quaint | pantomime. In addition to the spiritual 
quibbling Peter; both actors acquitted | operations performcd on his gigantic patient 
themselves creditably. The drama called | and the freaks of Messrs. Harlequin, Clown, 
the Sergeant's Wife has been played with | Pantaloon, and Co., the patrons of this house 
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have been feasted with the excellent drama, 
of Herne theh\Hunter. The piece has been 
got up with much care, and the characters, 
even to the subordinate personages, have 
been admirably sustained hecapeout Mr. 
Harry Carles has returned to his old quar- 
ters, where he is a great favourite with the 
public. The “ La Perche” performance of 
the Brothers Siegrist has completely asto- 
nished our neighbours down east. 


WOODIN'S CARPET BAG. 


Mr. Wooprn has opened his popular Carpet 
Bag this week at the top of the Haymarket, 
well known as the Sal/e Robin, now the 
Myriographic Hall, where may be seen 
every evening, some hundreds waiting for 
the opening of the doors. Some capinal 
new characters and eccentricites have been 
introduced in the miscellaneous contents of 
his carpet-bag, which was received by the 
audience with immense favour; amongst 
these is a laughable sketch of a French 
ballet-master, in the agonies of composing 
the ballet of Macbeth. This novelty elicited 
shouts of laughter. Those who have not 
witnessed this talented gentleman's perform- 
ance should not lose the opportunity—it is 
really a rich treat. 


WHITTINGTON CLUB. 


On Wednesday last this Club held their 
annual soiree; the rooms. were crowded 
with elegant company, there being several 
hundred persons present. The amusements 
commenced with a one-act farce, by Mr. 
E, Copping. The characters supported by 
Mrs, Newberry, Miss Saxon, and the author, 
It was an amusing trifie, and kept the com- 
pany in good humour for an hour. Danc- 
ing commenced at ten o'clock. The re- 
freshments were of the first quality, and the 
company did not depart till a very late hour. 





FAVOURITE ACTORS, 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—Your correspondent, “ Playgoer,” in 
awarding the palm of superiority to Mr. 
M@elps, only reiterates the opinion of the 
great majority of the play-going public, 
myself included ; Mr. Phelps is the ‘greatest 
actor of the present day, is Macready’s le- 
gitimate successor, and in short is the tra- 





gedian, theatrically speaking, in every sense 
of the world. In your article headed Mr. 
Charles Kean and Mr. Samuel Phelps, you 
think this gentleman a copyist of Macready, 
but here again I must differ with you, be- 
lieving that beyond the mere conventionalism 
of the stage, which it is impossible but to 
imitate, he is no second-hand man, indeed, 
I have no hesitation in saying that were he 
but in possession of the figure of Anderson, 
his superior would, as yet, have never strut- 
ted in the “sock and buskin;” and with 
respect to Mr. Charles Kean, I assure you, 
sir, that I have many friends, among them 
old playgoers, but a favourable opinion of 
him I never heard expressed by any one of 
them. 

Another of your correspondents, ‘* G.C.” 
awards the palm of “‘ general actor” to Mr. 
Davenport, an American gentleman I be- 
lieve, in preference to Phelps, Vandenhoff, 
Anderson, or Kean. ‘General actor” is ra- 
ther an ambiguous term, but I construe its 
meaning to be the best, take him for all in 
all. His grounds for this preference are 
the great truthfulness and study exhibited 
by Mr. Davenport in his impersonations 
with Macready during his farewell campaign 
at the Haymarket, and “‘ G. C.” is so bigo- 
ted in his own opinion as to say “ that all 
who saw him will coincide with me,” I for 
one will not, believing that while the cha- 
racters allotted to Mr. Davenport were by 
him sustained respectably, there were at 
least eight actors on the stage in either of 
whose hands they would have been better 
rendered ; the extent of his abilities is best 
shown in melo-drama, in which he is excel- 
lent. These remarks are rather severe upon 
Mr. Davenport, but when that gentleman is 
held up as the best actor of the day they 
are not uncalled for. 

“G. C.,” then states his belief that none 
of our present actors “‘ will ever become great 
exponents of Shakspeare,” but quotes cer- 
tain gentlemen, in certain parts, as affording 
us enlightened amusement, this is rather 
vague ; but, Sir, I apprehend that if a per- 
son has enlightened us upon any point he 
has expounded its mysteries, but to confine 
peter x this part of the quotation, let me 
tell G. C. that better exponents of Shaks- 
peare there never were, listen but attentively 
to Phelps, Vandenhoff, Bennett, or last, not 
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least, to Sullivan, and you must t alter your 
opinion, 

“G, C.” concludes by observing that 
while awarding the palm of “ general actor ” 
to Davenport, “I cannot say I am an admi- 
rer of his elocution and intonation.” This is 
unmistakably implying the absence of every- 
thing like fine elocution and intonation on 
the stage ; really this is too bad, and is pay- 
ing anything but a compliment to the genius 
of his country, if he be an Englishman. 

In conclusion, I beg to remark that the 
foregoing observatigns are, of course, but 
mere opinion, I do not for one moment arro- 
gate to myself that they are correct, for we 
have all our own ideas upon every subject, 
and the more they differ, and the more 
freely they are expressed, the greater the 
amount of liberty and independence in a 
nation. 

I an, sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
Liperte p‘OPpiNion. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


C, Anprews.—Seyere indisposition prevented 
us attending the Southwark Literary Institu- 
tion, 


F, G.—Mrs. C. Kean’s maiden name, was Miss 
Ellen Tree. The terms for the Soho are £10 
per uight ; apply to Mr, Shirley, at the thea- 
tre, Dean Street. 


A CuiLp of THE WRecK,—The Lady was born 
in the year 1824, and has been married these 
three years. A letter will reach her at the 
theatre. 


T. H. Jounston.—Triolus and Cressida is one 
of Shakspeare’s, We know not when it was 
acted, 


C. B.—We are not aware we were ever-uncour- 
teous to our correspondents ; we have no de- 
sire to be otherwise than complimentary. “On 
reading the article again, we find it is of so 
personal a character, against one of the great- 
est men of the present day, that we must de- 
cline its insertion, Send your address, and 
we will return the article. 

B. W. W.—We have not room for the article, 
Redivivus, at present. 

R. 8.—Defence of Amateurs as soon as possible, 

SyivEsTeER CLARANCE,—We are very gla! to 
hear he has recovered from his late illness, 
We shall be happy to hea: fron him at all 
times, 





would do for a minor theatre ; you can have 
it back whenever you call, 


C. L. Norton.—We are happy to have the 
honour of a correspondent, who, like ourselves, 
well remember the great actors he has men- 
tioned, of fifty years ago. We quite agree 
with him, and his letter shall appear. 


H., C, Tariis,—It shali have insertion. 


H. B. Vernon.—Apply to Mr. Lacy, Bookseller, 
Wellington Street, Strand. 

R. M.—We cannot say. 

R. N. S.—His second letter shall appear in our 
next 
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A BATCH OF ACTORS OVERDONE, 


Wuaterver several of your correspondents 
may say about coarseness, want of genius, 
over estimation &c., of some actors, it is but 
too clear that an actor’s level is to be found 
only by the way he is estimated by the ge- 
neral playgoer. 

It is very well for one gentleman to in- 
dite a letter, and declare therein that Mr. 
Kean is so much above Mr. Phelps ; ano- 
ther that Mr. Creswick is equal to either, 
and a third, that Mr. Henry Betty is supe- 
rior to them all; but the assertion of this 
or that gentleman’s opinion, is but one 
among playgoers, and will not by any means 
convince those who think differently, 

In your last, an article headed “ A Batch 
of Actors,” which, by the reasoning, I con- 
elude to come from your old subscriber 
‘* Beta; strange things are assserted of 
Mr. Anderson: he is a compound of the 
light comedy gentleman at Sadler’s Wells, 
and a third-rate actor at the Princess’s, 

The position at present held by Mr. Ro- 
binson, was tenanted previously, at the same 
theatre, by Messrs. Dickinson and J, T, 
Johnson. The latter gentlemau was 


mired for easins.s of manner and freedom 
of style ; the ses nd for his vigorous con- 
ception, and general tragic delineation; and 





WIL. S. Eaioy,—The drama is interesting aid 





| Mr. Robinson, we belieye, is looked upon 
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as a tolerably gentlemanly though by no| ried and unnatural way? If. anything is 
means a powerful actor. If we point to Mr. | the matter with the poor thing, the eom- 
Anderson's popular characters, as a rough | plaint, whatever it may be, is brought on by 
tragedian or as a comedian, we find he has a multiplicity of doctors—which sage per- 


| 
| 


drawn very full houses by the personation 
of them, We find there are hundreds go to 
the Strand, the City of London, and other 
theatres, solely to see him in a particular 
character; while if either of the two parties 
cited were to appear at either of these the- 
atres to-morrow, would they draw more 
than any of those who are already in the 
company. And another question arises out 
of this, would either of the leaders consent 
to play under them? This, we think, is 
coming to the point. Would Saville, John- 
stone, Cowle, or Henry Frazer play under 
Messrs. Robinson and Graham; and would 
not Lyon, and justly too, rather expect 
them to play under him ? 

We have immense opinion of the genius 
of G, V. Brooke, but not being convinced 
that they are held generally we do not at- 
tempt to assert this prominence continually 
in the Journal, though more reason could be 
found than in the case of Henry Betty. 

GamMa,. 





SUDDEN ILLNESS or rut DRAMA. 
By SytvesTER CLARENCE, GENT. 

Mr. Epitor,—I perceive that the alarmist$ 
—not content with promulgating the tiding§ 
of war, massacre, plague, famine, and de- 
struction—have lately found out that the 
drama is in a dying state, a kind of gallop- 
ing consumption, or rapid decline. , I find 
that the columns of your Journal have not 
escaped the infection. From time to time, 
forebodings—croakings I should rather say 
—find their way into print in the most 
mysterious manner possible. Nothing but 
the entire annihilation of the drama is to 
be expected—if we are to believe all that 
is said by this enlightened and very intelli- 
gent portion of the community. 

One week a certain gentleman tells us in 
two and a half columns of large type, that 
the inevitable destruction of the drama 
already “looms in the future,” and that the 
aforesaid drama is about shortly to 

« Fall like Lucifer, to rise no more.” 


To all this I answer-—fudge—fiddle-de-dee 
—nonsense. What’s the matter with the 
drama that it is to expire in this.very. hur- 














sonages have dosed the poor creature within 
an inch of its life! I want to know what 
are the symptoms of decay? I see none. 
For the disease—that’s but imaginary. 

Only in your last number I. find a gen- 
tleman who signs himself. ‘‘ R, N.S.,” talk~- 
ing about “ fanning the dying embers of the 
drama.” Now, I intend no disrespect what- 
ever to “R, N.S.,” but I certainly think 
that this gentleman is given to croaking 
when he tells us this, I should like to see 
“R. N. S’s.” definition of the above, _Per- 
haps he will be so good as to say what he 
means by it, and your humble petitioner, 
Sylvester Clarence will ever pray, &c. 

You must know, Mr. Editor, that I take 
a very great interest in matters of this kind. 
I love the drama, so to speak, and my at- 
tachment is of no recent date. Now, al- 
though a careful observer of what is afloat 
in dramatic circles, I candidly confess that 
I see no signs of this much-dreaded—much 
talked-about calamity. Perhaps J am near 
sighted. However that may be, with all 
the straining of my ocular powers, I cannot 
see anything to fear. 

They say , 

“Coming events cast their shadows before,” 

no shadaw of this event being perceptible, of 
course the event is not coming just yet, if 
it ever comes at all. 

Unfortunately, the majority of tragedies, 
comedies, and dramas recently. produced, 
and their name is legion, are mere combi- 
nations of insipidity, plagiarism, and dul- 
ness,—in a word, they are “ manufactured 
articles,” done for the occasion. But it is 
a false idea to suppose that, because a great 
quantity of these are weekly put upon the 
stage, we have nothing brought forward 
which will pass the “ fiery ordeal” of criti- 
cism. Asa specimen of the latter, Sir E. 
Lytton’s comedy may be mentioned, as also 
that of Mr. Douglas Jerrold—to say nothing 
of Messrs. Tom Taylor and Reade’s comedy 
of Masks and Faces, perhaps the most me-. 
ritorious of the trio. u 

If R. N. 8. wishes your readers to be- 
lieve that the taste for dramatic representa~ 
tion is falling off, their own observation will 
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convince to the contrary. Shakspeare was 


never better appreciated than now. With, 


such men as Phelps, Marsden, and G. Ben- | 
nett to delineate his leading characters of | 
his tragedies ; Hoskins, Walter Lacy, Wigan, 
and Leigh Murray those of his comedies, 
the taste of the million cannot fail to appre- 
ciate him. 

This being the case, I wish to know what 
is really meant by the evils, prophecies, and 
forebodings promulgated. 

Of course, the twaddle about ‘the aristo- 
cracy patronizing the operas, ballets, and 
such like flimsey affairs, is true enough, no 
one doubts it; but it is not the aristocracy 
that we are to look for patronage, but to the 
People. One would think to hear persons 
talk, that the empire of Mind was monopo- 
lised by the sickly and effiminate brood, 
whom we designate as the aristocracy of 
England. The patronage of such may, cer- 
tainly, do something ina monetary point of 
view, to the support of the drama; but let 
it be remembered that they cannot influence 
the taste of the masses. Believe me, your 
sensible, hard-working mechanic is the true 
patron of the drama—a patron who is un- 
influenced by either fashion or prejudice. 

I think, Mr. Editor, I have proved, that 
although there is plenty of ‘ emphasis’ used 
on this subject by alarmists, there has been 
but little ‘ discretion ;’ and I say that if the 
drama should be attacked with any sudden 
illness, let the practitioner of Sadler’s Wells, 
Docter Phelps, be called. in, and all will be 
once more 

“ As merry as a marriage bell.” ° 
I am, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
SyLyester CLARENCE, 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—I hope you will allow me asmall space 
in your excellent Journal to express my 
difference of opinion with your correspon- 
dent, “R.N.S.,” on the performances at 
Windsor Castle and the Princess’ Theatre ; 
whathe can find fault with except the ‘‘ Vam- 
pire” and the ‘‘ Corsican Brothers,” at the 
latter, I cannot tell, Are Lovell’s “ Trial 
of Love,” Marston’s “ Anne Blake,” Jer- 
rold’s “St. Cupid,” Slou’s “ Templar,” &c., 
spurious medicines? or are the gorgeous re- 











vivals, both of Shakesperian tragedies and 
comedies that we aré accustomed to see at 
this beautiful theatre poisons of the most 
deadly nature? And as to the objections 
to the royal theatricals, as to their not af- 
fording a good sample of “ British drama 
and British actors”—did not Macready, 
Kean, Wallack, and Cooper, appear toge- 
ther in ‘Julius Caesar?” and has not Phelps 
played “ Henry IV” this very season? If 
they are not our best tragic actors who are 
to be substituted for them? And when we 
see that in the last series of performances 
C. Matthews, Harley, Keeley, Wright, 
Vining, Wigan, Meadows, and Lacy acted, 
I cannot think that Her Majesty has been 
badly off for comedians. If all that I have 
mentioned are the counterfeit, which are the 
genuine and sterling metal? Hoping that 
you will admit these remarks into the pages 
of your magazine, T am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Wa rex J, Ripiey. 





AMERICAN THEATRICALS, 


Ir is little more than a month since Mr. 
Thomas A. Hamblin, the American mana- 
ger and tragedian, paid the deep debt of 
Nature—having only reached his 53rd year. 
When recording the melancholy event we 
did not imagine fora moment that our duty 
would so soon call us to notice the “ first 
appearance” of his son William. This 
young gentleman made his debut on the 
8th of February, at the Bowery Theatre, 
New York, as Mare Antony, in “ Julius 
Cesar.” He possesses a tall figure, a hand- 
some manly face, and a voice, which if not 
powerful, is at least aided by distinct utter- 
ance—he has youth and ambition upon his 
side. At the fall of the curtain, being 
called before the audience, he returned 
thanks in the following address :— 

“ Ladies and Gentlemen—In responding toa 
call which you have so generously made upon 
me, I feel that my tongue will but faintly give 
utterance to the sentiments, which at this mo- 
ment fill my heart. Your applause has been most 
lavishly bestowed upon my humble efforts to- 
night, and I most cordially thank yon for it. 
Still, I cannot but believe, and know, that my 
name, more than any merit of my own, has cal- 
led forth your kind approval, I am the son of 


a sire, who, while living, was well known and, 
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esteemed by the patrons of this, his time hon- 
noured temple, and the dearest hope of my 


heart is, that I may never tarnish the dramatic 
fame of my father.” 


Mr. Hamblin retired amid the enthusias. 
tic cheers of the audience. 





PROVINCIALS. 








MANCHESTER.—THEATRE RovYAL —The new 
drama Gil Blus is exceedingly well put upon the 
stage, and the characters judiciously cast. Mr 
Swinbourne and Mrs. Gordon sustaining the 
principal characters. The piece itself, in our 
estimation, is little less than a copy of the Mil- 
ler and his Men. ‘The overture, choruses, &c., 
incidental to ihe piece, composed by Mr. Loder, 
are exceedingly good, aud well merit the con- 
tinuous applause bestowed by the audience. i 

QuEEN’s THEATRE —Since our last, severa 
importent additions have been made to the com- 
pany. On Saturday, the celebrated drama of 
Belphegor was revived ; Mr. Egan enacting the 
character of the Mountebank. Owing to other 
engagements we were unable to attend, 


Great AMERICAN Circus.—This circus, un- 
der the management of Hernandez and Stone, 
including a beautiful stud and talented company 
has been performing here during the last week, 
and have met with very great success, The 
peiformances of young Hernandez, Stone, and 
the brothers Hutchison, are truly wonderful. 


, 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 





Mr. Packer, the eminent composer of danc- 
ing music, has a bevefit at the Casino De Venice 
on Thursday, the 17th. The amusements on 
that evening will be a Bal Masque—it being St. 
Patrick’s Day, all the celebrated Irish airs will 
be introduced— and anew quadrille, “ The St. 
Patrick,” by the beneficiere. 


Mr. Ira ALprivGe has met with a most en- 





thusiastic reception at the Royal Theatre, Ber- 
lin. The house is crowded every night to 
witness the performance of Othello. 


Mr. FRANKS, of Sadler’s Wells ‘Fheatre, takes 
his annual benefit on the 16th—an excellent 
bill of tare.is provided. 

Mr. Davenport, the American actor, now 
playing at Drury Lane, returns to the stage of 

| his own country at Easter, Since his sojourn 
in England he has gained for himself a distin- 
guished reputation as an artist, and very general 


estimation for his gentlemanly conduct amongst 
his professional bretheren. 


THe Messrs, Austins’, box and box-keepers 
of Sadler’s Wells, take their annual benefit on 
Tuesday next, when will be performed the ad- 
mired play of Richelieu, and other favourite 
pieces. 


Mr. Henry Russext.has hit upon the novel 














experiment of filling the Strand Theatre on the 
nights of his performances, by giving to each 





Madame Newsome also introduces ber two beau- 
tiful horses splendidly trained, which this lady 
manages with great skill and grace. 


NorTinGHAM.—The theatre of this town, of 
which Mr Saville is the lessee, has undergone 
extensive alterations and improvements. The 
performances are now altogether of a very supe- 
rior character, Mr. Goodhall, who has been 
for nine years the box-keeper at this theatre, had 


a benefit on Friday night, which was well at- 
tended. 


BIRMINGHAM.—Mr. Sims Reeves is about to 
present to M. Costa an elegant and costly mark 
of respect, consisting of an elaborately carved 
ivory baton, with massive gold mountings, with 
the following inscription :-— “From Sims;Reeves 
to Michael Costa, Esq., in remembrance of the 
Birmingham Musical Festival of 1852.” 


CanTERBURY.—Miss Edith He anrd appeared 
on Monday evening in the character of Juliet to 
Mr. Plunkett’s Romeo. On Tuesday, she played 
Juliana,‘in Tobin’s Honeymoon. The local press 
speak in the highest terms of the admirable man 
ner in which both these difficult characters were 
rendered by the fair artiste. 


Bury.—The Theatre Royal here, has closed 
for the season, 








person on entering the theatre a ticket, which 


will entitle the holder toa chance of a free pus- 
sage to America, 





THE POET'S DREAM. 
He wandered by the literary stream, 
And laid him neath the dark green trees ; 
Here ‘rapt in a poetic dream 
He slumbered in the evening breeze, 
And see, a smile lights up his face, 
A beaming smile of extascy, 

Which only asks to give full grace, 
The sleeping fire of that dark eye, 
Sleep on, sleep on, nor dream of strife, 

By that soft silvery stream ; 
We have a wish—’tis that thy life 
May be as flowery as thy dream, 


ZAMPAST, 





NAPOLEON. 
Fortnne’s best loved favourite son, 
What honours for thy brow they won; 
By her was thy ambition fed, 

She thy arms to victory, led— 
Raised thee from the common throng, 
Aud seated thee upon a throne : 
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Trumpeted abroad thy name, 

And clothed thee with the wings of fame. 

The prostrate King bows at thy feet} 

The warrior dies upon the heath, 

The nation’s by thy fame struck dumb. 

Tells thon wert Fortune’s favourite son, 
ZAMPA. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


HE UNITED SERVICE, OR ARMY AND 
NAVY HAIR DYES, This invention for 
DvinG and at the same time, softening the 
Hair, Waisgers, BEARD, or MousTACHEs, per- 
manent and instantaneous in effect, also in ap- 











pearance natural, either Brown or Black. The 


== 
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olden times, reposing on a tented conch, under 
a splendid canopy of the cloth of gold, dressed 


in a Field Marshal's uniform, wearing various 
orders of knighthood, covered with the mantle 
of the Order of the Garter. Madame TUSSAUD 
and SONS’ EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square —Admittance, 1s. 
Napoleon Rooms 6d. extra 





CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 
HE Largest, most Elegant, and best BALL 
ROOM, in London. Open every Evening, 
Grandest selection of novelties in the Metropolis, 
During the week Mr. W. M, Packer’s cele- 
brated Band will perform, in addition to the 


superiority of the above Dyes over all others is, | usual variety of Dance Music, (at the commence- 


that they are perfectly free from smell, and do 
not stain or in any way injure the skin, the so- 


ment of each part) one of the following GRAND 
CONCERTED PIECES, arranged expressly for his 


lution having the appearance of the finest spring | rchestra, viz—Operatic Selection from Jullien’s 
or filtered water. To be had wholesale of the | Opera, “PIETRO IL GRANDE,”—Bellini’s 


Inventor, J. F. SHAYLER, Western Depot, 5, 
West street, Soho, Where all payments for 
Wholesale must be made. And Retail of J. T. 
SHAYLER, at the Northern Depot, 82, Sr. 
Joun StREET ROAD, near the Angel, Islington, in 
Cases, fit for the Toilet, 3s. 6d.—5s. 6d.—7s. 6d. 
and 10s. 6d. Or forwarded to any part of 
the United Kingdom from the retail establish- 
ment on receipt of Cash, Stamps or Post Office 
Order, payable at Islington, for 4s, 6d ,—6s, 
6d., —9s, 6d.,—or 12s. 6d. each, Please say 
if for Brown or Black, 





OYAL SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 
73, Dean St., Soho, Licensed by the Lord 
Chamberlain, Lessee, Mr. Thomas Mowbray. 
Manager, Mr. Shirley, This elegant and 
commodieus Theatre, magnificently decorated, 
and complete in every department, capable of 
containing 700. persons, is now to let nightly 
for Dramatic Performances, Concerts, Lectures, 
Public Meetings, &c, As a Dramatic Academy, 
it will be found to possess peculiar advantages, 
actual Practice on the Stage being combined 
with general tuition. The greatest attention is 
paid to the comfort and. convenience of its 
patrons, while its respectability is ensured by 
asstrict and correct mode of management. 
PUPILS CAREFULLY PREPARED FOR THE STAGE. 
INSTRUCTION given in Elocution and Action, 
Foncing, Stage Art, and every information con- 
nected with the Theatrical Profession. Teaws 
may be obtained at the office of the Tieatre, 
which is open daily, from 10 to 5, or in the 
Coffee Room from 6 to 12, where may. be seen 
casts of the various plays in preparation, 





EW ADDITION.—Magnificent Shrine or 
Memorial in Honour of the Late Itustri- 
ous Wellington, representing him as in the 


favourite opera, ‘I PURITANI,” and Fantasia 
on Aria’s selected from the opera of “‘ NORMA,” 
PRoGraAMME—Part I.—Concerted Piece (at 
above announced) ; Polka, ‘‘ Sydenham; ’’ Waltz 
“Les Trois Anges,” Quadrille, ‘‘ Les Follies du 
Carnival; ’’ Redowa, “The Sun”; Polka, 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin;” (€-adrille, ‘ Bonnie 
Dundie ;”’ Polka, “*Topsy’ — Galop, “Arline,” 
(Bohemian Girl), An inte al of Ten minutes, 
Part I1.—Opetatic Select 2; Quadrille, ‘* The 
Ancient Custom,”” W, M. acker; Valse Gene- 
veve;’’ Polka—Voeal “The Serenade,’ 
Quadrille, “The Oak anc ne Ivy ;”’ Schottische, 
“The Windsor,’ Polka, ‘The Juno ;’’ Galop, 
“The Blues.” Admissi : One Shilling. Doors 
open at Eight and clos: at Twelve o’clock,. Mr. 
W. M, PACKER, has ie houonr to announce 
that his ANNUAL BE? <FIT is fixed for Thurs- 
day, March 17th, whe. (by the express desire 
and frequent svlieitat os of his numerous pa- 
trons) will be given A GRAND BAL MASQUE 
AND FANCY DRESS BALL.——Gentlewan’s 
Ticket 5s., Lady's 3s. each. Doors open at 
half-past nine, and dancing to commence at Ten 
“o'clock, Supper at One—Tickets 3s. 6d, 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
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